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MEETING SCHEDULE:

April 13, 1993 -- 7:30 p.m.

Southeast wing of Christ Episcopal Church,
2950 South University at Bates. Off-street
parking at rear (east) of meeting hall.

Please use the building's south entrance.

Jim Trowbridge...........ccovvvvviiiciiinneeee Editor
Joseph E. Priselac.......................... President
Roger Callender...................... Vice President
Bill Gordon........cccccoviiiiiiiiceinine Treasurer
Larry Lombard.............ooooiiiiiiis Treasurer

Send all items for publication to: Rocky
Mountain Rail Report, c/o Jim Trowbridge,
Editor, 502 South Cody Street, Lakewood,
Colorado 80226.

COPY DEADLINE ALL copy for publication
in the May, 1993 Rail Report is due
no later than April 13, 1993!

MEMBERSHIP INQUIRIES

Please refer address changes, new member-
ships, dues payments, lost newsletters,
missing newsletter pages, etc., to:

Tom Lawry, Membership Chairman
c/o Rocky Mountain Railroad Club
P. 0. Box 2391

Denver, Colorado 80201

ROCKY NMOUNTAIN RAILROAD CLUB

APril, 1993, No. 403
Club Telephone..........cccocuunee. (303) 431-4354
P. 0. Box 2391........ Denver, Colorado 80201

CURRENT NEWS AND HISTORICAL NOTES OF ROCKY
MOUNTAIN RAILROADING PUBLISHED MONTHLY FOR
ITS MEMBERS BY THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN RAILROAD
CLUB.

CLUB MEMBERSHIP

Membership in the Rocky Mountain Railroad
Club may be obtained by sending $24.00
($20.00 annual dues plus enrollment fee

of $4.00) to: ROCKY MOUNTAIN RAILROAD CLUB,
P. 0. Box 2391, Denver, Colorado 80201. An
Associate Membership for Spouses and
Children is also available for a yearly
rate of $10.00. On regular memberships, new
members joining after April of each year
may obtain membership for a payment of
$4.00 enrollment fee plus $2.00 for each
month remaining in the calendar year. Dues
for the next year are solicited in November
of the current year.

APRIL 13 PROGRAM

"Seeing Denver...Learning Colorado.” Be-
tween 1871 and 1950, streetcars were an

integral part of Denver's landscape and

were vital to the development and growth
of the Queen City.

The Denver Rail Heritage Society and Club
member, Russ Rigtrup, will present a slide
presentation, with musical background, on
this fascinating subject. The presentation



covers a brief history of Denver's street-
cars, the rebirth of vintage streetcar
service on the Platte Valley Trolley, and
other Denver Rail Heritage Society preser-
vation projects and future plans for
trolley line expansion. (Roger Callender)

PUBLISHER’S STATEMENT

The Rocky Mountain Rail Report (ISSN 1040-
9223) is published by the Rocky Mountain
Railroad Club at 212 Union Station, 17th
and Wynkoop Streets, Denver, Colorado 80201
for $14.00 per year which is deducted from
member's dues. First Class postage paid

at Denver, Colorado. Postmaster: Send
address changes to the Rocky Mountain Rail
Report, Box 2391, Denver, Colorado 80201.

MARCH PROGRAM

The 16mm films shown at the March meeting
were well worth viewing. We started with
Hatch's own black & white footage of Club
trips to Longmont, and his pacing of a
D&RGW narrow gauge freight between Alamosa
and Antonito with the #491 on the head-end.
Then, a most interesting film, taken by
Bob Richardson (along with a taped narra-
tive) of the Tionesta Valley Railway and
the Sheffield & Tionesta Railway in 1941
Pennsylvania. Finally, a wonderful pro-
motional film of the California Zephyr!!

We are indebted to Hatch Wroton for sharing
these wonderful films with us and extend
our collective "thanks."

UNION PACIFIC

STEAM EXCURSION
SOLD ouTH!

It was with great satisfaction that the
trip committee announced that the May 15,
1993 Union Pacific 40th Anniversary Steam
Excursion had sold out by the 1st of
March. While all seats were taken, the
Club was holding some thirty additional
requests for cancellations.

The trip committee wishes to thanks Club
members for their support.

PRESERVATION FUND AND
BOOK DRAWING

The prizes and winners at the March 9,
1993 meeting are as follows:

Tom Lawry / Pennsy WWII Print, "Conquerors
of Time and Space."

Erwin Chaim / Railway & Locomotive Histori-
cal Society's Railroad History

No. 135
Erma Morison / R&LHS's Railroad History
No. 136
Bryan Bechtold / Great Railway Journeys of
the World

Dan Hogan / Colorful Colorado brochure

Rich Dais / Set of B&W postcards with old
railroad scenes

Jim Jones / Set of timetables

Gail Rowe / Southern Railway playing cards
Chris Larscheid / Railroad Avenue

John Dolan / Trains of Discovery

Dave Salter / Official Guide of Railways,
October, 1968

Sherm Conners / TRAINS Magazines (complete
1982 / 12 issues)

IT members have items they wish to donate
for the monthly drawings, such as railroad
books, pamphlets, timetables, maps, etc.,
they may contact Roger Callender at his
home address, 2573 So. Williams Street,
Denver, Colorado 80210, or, phone (303)
722-4733.

RMRRC EQUIPMENT WORKDAY

As mentioned in the March newsletter, the
equipment committee has set aside Saturday,
June 12th as the annual workday at the
Colorado Railroad Museum. Please set this
day aside on your calendar and plan to be
with us for some work, fun, food and com-
radeship.

Additional information about particulars
for this workday will be forthcoming in
future newsletters.



SpikeBuck by Clay Rollins

Colorado's newest ski area could soon be
the SP yards at Minturn. The latest rumor
says that the Tennessee Pass line is out
of favor with the Southern Pacific, and
there is talk of eliminating the entire
yard facility with only the mainline kept
in place for as long as the pass route re-
mains. The land would then be sold to Vail
for use as another base area to access
their ski mountain which is just above the
town. Trains requiring helpers would get
them at Glenwood Springs. Stay tuned, I'm
sure this will get stranger still........ The
Denver Railway has gone belly up. This
short line that took over for the Colorado
& Eastern at both the Stockyards and the
larger Airlawn division in Denver has filed
for bankruptcy. A group of on-line shippers
asked the ICC to step in and provide direct-
ed service since the Denver Railway had
quit operating in November, 1992. The ICC
in turn authorized The Broe Company, opera-
tor of several short lines (including the
Great Western), to take over for 60 days
using the name Platte Valley Railway. The
D&RGWISP is cooporating with the new ven-
ture by reinstalling a switch at the stock-
yards that will allow a single engine to
service both divisions via the D&RGW/SP
belt line. It is expected that Broa will
take over permanently when directed service
ends March 9th........ The UP and the ATSF have
teamed up to steal away some coal traffic
from the BN. This former BN coal train now
comes down from the Powder River Basin and
into the BN's 36th Street Yard via the UP,
where engines change ends and proceed
south on the ATSF to Amarillo, TX. The BN
is not happy about this loss of business
and does all it can to slow this procedure.
The train features the newest Dash-8 power
from both roads, and is symbolled on the
Joint Line line-up as CDVAM or CAMDV........
New Mexico's new short line, the Santa Fe
Southern, is now offering passenger ser-
vice aboard their caboose between Santa Fe
and Lamy. Call (505) 989-8600 for details.
....MAC light rail construction is really
heating up this month as most construction
contracts got under way March 1st........ BN's
Desert Storm locomotive 1991, has been
making a starring appearance on the coal
runs from Wyoming to Texas in late Febru-
ary.

1993 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

April 13 Regular Monthly Meeting
May 11 Regular Monthly Meeting
May 15 Union Pacific Steam 40th
Anniversary Excursion.
Denver to Laramie & Return
June 5 Urich Locomotive Works
Field Trip/Strasburg, CO
June 8 Regular Monthly Meeting
June 12 RMRRC EQUIPMENT WORKDAY at
The Colorado RR Museum
July 10 Denver & New Orleans RR
Field Trip
July 13 Regular Monthly Meeting
August 10 Regular Monthly Meeting
August 21 D&RGW/SP Tennessee Pass
Field Trip
August 22 Leadville and Colorado &

Southern RR Excursion

September 14  Regular Monthly Meeting

October 1-9 Mexico/Copper Canyon
Excursion

October 16 ANNUAL BANQUET

November 9 Regular Monthly Meeting

ELECTIONS and Regular
Monthly Meeting

December 14

Additions, deletions and corrections will
be made in the Rail Report throughout the
year. Be sure to look for details monthly!!



ANNIVERSARIES

Joe Priselac called the other day and re-
minded your editor that next month is a
very special anniversary for RMRRC members.
April 23 and 24, 1993 is the 10th anniver-
sary of the last run of the Rio Grande
Zephyr. Many of us remember being on an
excursion planned by the Club to be among
the last passengers on that great old
train. It was quite an event with not only
local coverage, but national coverage as
well. Besides the hundreds of photographers
chasing the train both days, the news media
had helicopters swooping down on the train
to photograph its passing. There was great
celebration until we passed through the
Moffat Tunnel and headed down the eastern
slope for the very last time aboard a train
that had come to be very special to all
rail buffs. People stopped talking all
together or only whispered in hushed tones
as iIf we were now at a funeral. Along the
tracks, as we neared Denver, we could see
people standing in the cold, dark night

to watch us pass into history. Even the
band that played at Union Station for the
hundreds of folks who had come to see this
great lady arrive for the last time could
not overcome the sense of loss that we all
felt and many a tear was shed that evening.

So, it is with fond thoughts that we re-
member a better time when a great railroad,
the Denver & Rio Grande Western, ran a
train that was worthy of the name "Zephyr."

Looking back at information about the last
Rio Grande Zephyr run, your editor was
going through past issues of the Rail Report
and discovered that another milestone had
been reached. Your editor began his 10th
year as editor with the March, 1993 issue
of the newsletter! Nine years........ Yikesl!
What has nine years represented? Well, as

| sat at my desk, | began to play with my
calculator. Nine years equals 108 consecu-
tive newsletters, representing over 1,300
pages of typing of stories and other infor-

mation, 1,300 pages to be pasted up on art
boards, and, over 3,000 man-hours [thats
about one and one- half "work" years!] |
don't exactly know why, but, after coming
up with these figures...l felt very tired!!

NEW MEMBERS

The Rocky Mountain Railroad Club wishes
to enthusiastically welcome the following
new members:

Susan Baker Aurora, CO
H. R. (Slim) Blood Fairbanks, AK
Randall Cape Belmont, CA

Richard Erickson Fort Collins, CO

Steve Kreisman Englewood, CO
James Meehan
J. Melvin Oftt

Bernard Roupp

Denver, CO
Lakewood, CO
Frankfurt, Germany

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS:

Sally Meehan Denver, CO

INCORPORATION ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION-
FLORENCE & CRIPPLE CREEK RR

The Phantom-Beaver Association is sponsor-
ing a Centennial Celebration of the 1893
Incorporation of the Florence and Cripple
Creek Railroad line. A simple program is
scheduled at 10:00 a.m. on the 17th of
April, 1993 with some historical remarks
by Club member and author, Morris Cafkey.
In addition, a short musical program will
be included along with light refreshments.

For further information, please call Peg
Piltingsrud at (719) 372-6918 or write to:
5019 County Road 123, Penrose, CO 81240.
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