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THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN RAILROAD CLUB

MEETING SCHEDULE:

November 10, 1992 -- 7:30 p.m.

Southeast wing of Christ Episcopal Church, 
2950 South University at Bates. Off-street 
parking at rear (east) of meeting hall. 
Please use the building's south entrance.

Jim Trowbridge....................................... Editor
Les Grenz.............................. Associate Editor
Joseph E. Priselac.......................... President
Frank H. Stapleton, Jr........ Vice President
Bill Gordon.......................................  Secretary
Larry Lombard...................................  Treasurer

Send all items for publication to: Rocky 
Mountain Rail Report, c/o Jim Trowbridge, 
Editor, 502 South Cody Street, Lakewood, 
Colorado 80226.

COPY DEADLINE ALL copy for publication 
in the December, 1992 Rail Report is due 
no later than November 10, 1992!!

MEMBERSHIP INQUIRIES

Please refer address changes, new member­
ships, dues payments, lost newsletters, 
missing newsletter pages, etc. to:

Tom Lawry, Membership Chairman 
c/o Rocky Mountain Railroad Club 
P. 0. Box 2391
Denver, Colorado 80201

November, 1992.....................................  No. 398
Club Telephone........................ (303) 431-4354
P. 0. Box 2391 ........ Denver, Colorado 80201

CURRENT NEWS AND HISTORICAL NOTES OF ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN RAILROADING PUBLISHED MONTHLY FOR 
ITS MEMBERS BY THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN RAILROAD 
CLUB.

CLUB MEMBERSHIP

Membership in the Rocky Mountain Railroad 
Club may be obtained by sending $24.00 
($20.00 annual dues plus enrollment fee 
of $4.00) to: ROCKY MOUNTAIN RAILROAD CLUB, 
P. 0. Box 2391, Denver, Colorado 80201. An 
Associate Membership for Spouses and 
Children is also available for a yearly 
rate of $10.00. On regular memberships, new 
members joining after April of each year 
may obtain membership for a payment of 
$4.00 enrollment fee plus $2.00 for each 
month remaining in the calendar year. Dues 
for the next year are solicited in November 
■of the current year.

NOVEMBER 10 PROGRAM
Doris Osterwald will present a series of 
slides converted from photographs taken by 
Monte Bal lough from the 1890 to 1922 time 
period. Monte Ballough was both a railroad­
er and photographer working for the Rio 
Grande Southern in Rico, and later the 
Denver & Rio Grande in Chama and Durango. 
His final post was as a car inspector in 
Durango. He travelled throughout the South­
west and left a legacy of interesting and 
unusual pictures. (Frank Stapleton)



PUBLISHER’S STATEMENT ELECTIONS

The Rocky Mountain Rail Report (ISSN 1040- 
9223) is published by the Rocky Mountain 
Railroad Club at 212 Union Station, 17th 
and Wynkoop Streets, Denver, Colorado 80201 
for $12.00 per year which is deducted from 
member's dues. First class postage paid 
at Denver, Colorado. Postmaster: Send 
address changes to the Rocky Mountain Rail 
Report, Box 2391 , Denver, Colorado 80201.

OCTOBER PROGRAM & BANQUET REPORT

With the Annual Banquet being held on the 
24th of October, we will have to put off 
a review of the program and description 
of the Banquet festivities until the Dec­
ember newsletter.

FUTURE PROGRAMS FOR REGULAR 
MONTHLY MEETINGS

An invitation is still being offered to 
members to provide a program at one of 
the 1993 regular monthly meetings. A sign­
up sheet is being provided at Club meet­
ings and you may also contact Vice Presi­
dent and Program Chairman, Frank Stapleton, 
at the meetings, through the Club's post 
office address or by phone, (303) 988-9347. 
Several months have already been taken, 
so, don't delay if you wish to choose the 
month you want to give your program.

NEW MEMBERS
The Rocky Mountain Railroad Club wishes 
to enthusiastically welcome the following 
new members:

Gerry Cole Longmont, CO
William Thornley, Jr. Denver, CO

The Rocky Mountain Railroad Club regret­
fully announces the passing away of the 
fol lowing members:

Forest Crossen (#1) Boulder, CO
Dwaine Sole (#294) Broomfield, CO

[Dwaine died suddenly of a massive 
heart attack on Monday, October 12th. 
His entertaining piano playing will be 
missed at the Club meetings]

It is that time of the year to once again 
begin thinking about nominations for Club 
officers and board members. Each year we 
publish this notice in an effort to give 
Club members the opportunity to place some­
one in nomination for office. Contrary to 
some comments in the Questionnaires about 
closed elections and tight-knit circles of 
officers and directors, we really have a 
bit of trouble getting Club members to 
volunteer for such offices even though a 
substantial amount of work is put into 
securing people each year. You see many 
names continue to show up, year-after-year 
because so few offer their time and talents. 
Therefore, your editor is throwing down the 
gauntlet and challenging members to come 
forth and present their services to the 
nomi nati ng committee!!

The nomination committee, made up of the 
hold-over board members, is composed of 
the following three men; Bryan Bechtold, 
Sherm Conners and Hugh H. Wilson. It is 
their duty to search for candidates for the 
positions to be filled and to select a 
slate of nominations to be presented to 
Club members for the December elections.

The nominating committee is always happy 
to receive input by fellow Club members. 
Should you have any suggestions regarding 
candidates, please contact any of the 
committee members at Club meetings, via 
the Club's telephone or write to: Nomina­
ting Committee, c/o Rocky Mountain Railroad 
Club, P. 0. Box 2391, Denver, CO 80201.

ANNUAL DUES NOTICE

It was probably not hard for you to notice 
the 1993 Membership Dues notification. To 
make life easier on our Treasurer, Larry 
Lombard, we request that you send in your 
payment just as soon as possible. This will 
also help Membership Chairman, Tom Lawry 
in recording your renewal, updating the 
Club's computer listing and renumber all 
members. Also, the sooner we get the vast 
majority of renewals in, the sooner we can 
send out membership cards!! Thanks ahead of 
time for your cooperation.
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CHARTER CLUB MEMBER NO. 1, 
FOREST CROSSEN, PASSES AWAY

In April of 1938, twelve men met to form 
the Rocky Mountain Railroad Club. The 
numbering system we know today was first 
determined at this meeting. The twelve 
names were put into alphabetical order and 
those charter members received their RMRRC 
numbers—with Forest Crossen receiving 
membership No. 1.

On Saturday, September 19, 1992, the Rocky 
Mountain Railroad Club lost member No. 1. 
Forest died at his home in Boulder, Colo­
rado at age 87.

Forest was probably best known for his books 
about old-time Westerners and railroading 
in the mountains west of Boulder--specifi- 
cally his book The Switzerland Trail of 
America, which recounted the history of the 
Denver, Boulder & Western Railway Company. 
In addition, readers and history buffs also 
fancied Forest's "Western Yesterdays," a 
collection of interviews with characters 
of the West, including miners and railroad 
workers. Many of these character sketches 
were first printed in the Daily Camera, in 
his column "People I Meet."

Forest was born on September 11, 1905, in 
Laredo, Mo., the son of Everett Crossen and 
Tilla E. Wadsworth Crossen. When he was 
young, his family moved to a town in north­
central Montana, considered one of the last 
western frontiers. In 1923, he moved to 
Boulder and graduated from Boulder High 
School. He was a sergeant in the Army as­
signed to trains from Aug. 1, 1942 to 1945. 
Forest studied at the University of Colo­
rado for about a year, partly to learn 
more about mountain rails, and when he 
finished his courses, he took a job as a 
telegraph operator with the Denver and 
Salt Lake Line. (Boulder Camera, 9/22/92)

FROM THE PRESIDENT

Included in this November Club newsletter, 
is a membership renewal flyer soliciting 
1993 membership dues to the Rocky Mountain 
Railroad Club. As originally reported in 
the June, 1992, Rocky Mountain Rail Report, 
the 1993 membership dues will increase to 
$20.00 for primary member; $10.00 for 
additional associate members (Spouses or 
Children). The $4.00 enrollment fee for 
new members only will remain the same. To 
reiterate, the dues increase is mandated 
by the fixed expenses incurred in operat­
ing the Club. None of this dues increase 
is earmarked for the Club's restoration 
of its historic railroad equipment, ie. 
the #25 Trolley car, as these expenses 
come out of the General Fund excess from 
prior years revenues (trips, book sales, 
etc.) and the funds collected from monthly 
book drawings and the yearly book drawing. 
These additional funds are used for the 
preservation and upkeep costs of the 
Club's equipment at the Colorado Railroad 
Museum and periodic donations by the Club 
to other railroad oriented organizations 
in the State. Six annual Book Drawing 
chances are included with the 1993 member­
ship renewal flyer and we "Thank You' for 
your generous support in the past.

At this time, I would also like to share 
with you brief notes of Club business 
that transpired at the Officers and Board 
of Directors meeting held on Friday, Sep­
tember 25, 1992 at the Conference Room of 
Denver Union Station. Lynn Willcockson, 
the Club's insurance administrator and 
Club member, was introduced by Larry 
Lombard, Club Treasurer. To familiarize 
the current Officers and Board, Lynn out­
lined, in detail, the various insurance 
policies now in force, as purchased by 
the Club, and after a question and answer 
period, the Officers and Board members 
felt comfortable that the Club was well 
covered in all areas of operation. If any 
members have any insurance questions per­
taining to the Club's operation, they 
should be addressed to Larry Lombard. It 
was also approved to rent a safe deposit 
box at the Club's bank to secure the 
safety of all the legal documents of the 
Club. October 31, 1992, closes the financ­
ial books of the Club for fiscal 1992 and 
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Larry Lombard will cooperate with the audit 
committee, composed of Frank Stapleton and 
Jim Trowbridge, to do an audit of the books.

P. R. (Bob) Griswold reported that the 
second printing of the Club's "50th Anni­
versary" book, Georgetown and the Loop, is 
almost "sold out!" There are approximately 
20 copies remaining and close to 2,100 
have been sold to date. At $29.95 retail, 
the Board felt that the price is a real 
bargain in today's railroad publication 
market and that the Club should probably 
pursue the possibility of a third printing, 
but consider an increase in retail price to 
reflect increased cost to print and a more 
favorable profit. Bob will research the 
printing costs and report back to the Board.

Board member, Bryan Bechtold, has taken on 
the responsibility of compiling all the data 
from the Club Questionnaires returned by 
Club members. It was felt that the response 
was outstanding and more than anticipated, 
and, will prove useful in the future opera­
tions of the Club. The documentation will be 
published soon in a future issue of the Rail 
Report.

An ongoing issue for many years has been 
what should be done to maintain and preserve 
the 120, 400-foot reels of 16mm Otto Perry, 
historic and irreplaceable railroad movies 
that are in the Club's archives. The debate 
over the years has been whether to invest 
in "copy" 16mm movies for future showing 
and preserve the originals or continue to 
show the originals and create an internega­
tive library. However, after careful con­
sideration and research by Bill Gould, 
Films and Video Chairman, your Officers and 
Board at the July 24, 1992 meeting decided 
that the best solution was to have the 
entire collection put onto professional 
quality video masters from which copies can 
be made for Club showing and use in the 
lucrative and expanding market of historic 
railroad videos. Video masters will be pro­
duced by Wickerworks Trasfer and Post Pro­
duction as soon as possible. A contract 
with Wickerworks has been entered into for 
this work for a sum to reach between $9,000 
and $10,000 which includes copying some 
50,000-feet of 16mm film with needed repair 
and ultrasonic cleaning onto l"xl-hr. analog 
videotape. Bill and Brian Gould will then 
computerize a data base to catalog all of 

the scenes. All this process will take some 
time; however, when the project is completed, 
the Club will be in a position to sell foot­
age to Video distributors as it so desires.

While Board meetings have always been open 
to all Club members, there seemed to be 
some confusion noted in the returned 
questionnaires. Please note that Board 
meetings are held on the fourth Friday 
of odd months at 7:00 p.m. in the Denver 
Union Station Conference Room on the third 
floor of the building. These meetings are 
open to attendance by Club members! (It 
must be noted, however, that there is 
limited space and that more than ten 
members visiting a Board meeting would 
probably create a problem and require 
scheduling to a larger room. Editor) If a 
member has an issue he wishes to have the 
Board address, please contact the President 
by letter to the Club's mailing address 
at least two weeks prior to the Board 
meeting, giving your name and phone num­
ber for home and work. This cooperation 
will be needed to add your issue to the 
Board's agenda. (Joe Priselac)

REPORT ON THE
AMTRAK/MT. PLEASANT TRIP

Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, was the destination for 
25 Railroad Club members over the past Labor 
Day weekend. Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, you say? 
Yes, this normally quiet southeastern Iowa 
town annually hosts hundreds of thousands 
of people for five days over Labor Day 
weekend--people who come to see a little 
Americana, or actually as much Americana as 
you can endure in one massive dose. For 
Mt. Pleasant is home to the Midwest Old 
Threshers Convention, perhaps the largest 
of its kind in the country. As to what is 
the biggest attraction depends on the per­
son you ask. But any of Club members who 
didn't get their fill of coal smoke, 
steam whistles, trolley bells, home cooking 
and a lot of good company can't blame any­
one but themselves.

Transportation for 20 of the Club members 
was Amtrak's California Zephyr overnight 
from Denver to Burlington where we stayed 
during our visit to Southeastern Iowa. The 
remaining 5 members, the Williams family 
from Santa Fe, New Mexico, arrived in near-
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For the railroad enthusiasts, Mt. Pleasant provided this outstanding narrow gauge (3-foot) 
railroad with this English engine, an American Shay and Mogul. (Bud Lehrer Photograph)

by Fort Madison, Iowa, via Amtrak's South­
west Chief. [It is worth noting that both 
trains were basically on schedule! — both 
ways!!!] Ground transportation between 
Burlington and Mt. Pleasant, as well as for 
some very interesting side trips along the 
Mississippi River, was via Burlington Trail­
ways. Our ebullient bas driver, Harry 
Thompson, a native of Burlington, Iowa, 
kept the group constantly entertained with 
stories, quips, facts and figures about the 
Southeast Iowa region.

Naturally, the Old Threshers Convention 
grounds in Mt. Pleasant was our main des­
tination. The attractions are endless, but 
among the many things that Club members 
enjoyed during their day and a half at the 
grounds were the huge antique steam thresh­
ers whence the Old Threshers Convention gets 

its name; eight beautifully restored re­
stored trolleys which operate on a two-mile 
loop of track at one end of the grounds 
(one of which was piloted by our own Bryan 
Bechtold); a two-mile narrow gauge train 
operation which encircles the other end of 
the grounds; a building full od antique 
autos; dozens of food tents operated by 
virtually every church and civic organiza­
tion in Mt. Pleasant competing for our 
tastebuds (and our waistlines); and build­
ing after building full of exhibits and 
midwestern collectibles.

As if this wasn't enough, the trip also in­
cluded side excursions on and along the 
Mississippi River. The group enjoyed a 
pizza cruise aboard a beautiful yacht Sun­
day evening and enjoyed a sunset on the 
Mississippi; Sunday exploring took us to
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Old cars and steam tractors were just some of the outstanding sights at the Old Threshers 
Reunion in Mt. Pleasant, Iowa. (Bud Lehrer Photograph)

destinations including Fort Madison, Iowa, 
to visit the first U.S. fort on the upper 
Mississippi River region as well as witness 
some freight traffic of the adjacent Santa 
Fe line; historic Nauvoo, Illinois, which 
was the Mormon Church headquarters during 
the mid-19th century; Hannibal, Missouri, 
for a group lunch and a look around town; 
and Keokuk, Iowa, to view up close one of 
the many locks alonf the Mississippi River. 
We arrived back in Burlington in time to 
catch the on-time westbound California 
Zephyr for our return trip to Denver.

The entire trip was scouted out by Club 
members Keith Kirby and Carl Carlson and 
all trip participants agreed that Keith 
and Carl, along with the entire Trip Com­
mittee, deserve kudos for planning such a 
great trip. Thanks also to Bud Lehrer for

being our fearless leader, ably assisted by 
Club members Alan Greene and Roger Callender. 
Everyone agreed on one thing--let's do it 
again!! (Roger Callender)

MISCELLANEOUS

The "On This Date" Column of the Monday, 
October 12, 1992, Denver Post, under the 
heading "In Colorado" listed 1967:
"The Rocky Mountain Railroad Club donated 
$500.00 toward a $3,500 feasibility study 
of rail transportation in the South Platte 
River Valley." Our thanks to Stan Oliner 
of the Colorado Historical Society for 
including this little gem showing the Club's 
ongoing interest in Colorado transportation.
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