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The January program is entitled:
"Look what we found on the way to Canada!"

Barry Silver and Bob Harmen will guide us through their adventures(and mis
adventures) over the past four years of trying to ride the rails through Canada. 
Included in the program will be slides from trips that didn't quite make it into 
Canada, as well as a two-pronged effort, this past summer, that culminated their 
long-standing goal to photograph Canadian railroading.

PROGRAM NOTES:

******

An old tradition was renewed at Denver's 
Union Station this Christmas with the placing 
on display of an 18 foot Christmas tree at the 
center of the main waiting room. In this photo, 
Steve McCormick of Wheat Ridge, Colorado views 
the tree after decorating had been completed.

The project was the result of a combined 
effort on the part of numerous individuals and 
groups whose voluntary contributions of time and 
money made this "Touch of Christmas" for the 
station possible. The Rocky Mountain Railroad 
Club provided the tree, which was cut in the San 
Isabel National Forest, Lake County, Colorado, 
with the permission of the U.S, Forest Service, 
and transported to Denver. Mr. C.E. Bretemitz, 
Manager of Denver Union Terminal authorized his 
staff, under the direction of Mr. Chet Hunt, Supt. 
of Maintenance, to erect the tree. Support in the 
form of cash, food, decorations, and hours of time 
was given by the Intermountain Chapter» NEHSj, the 
Amtrak Staff, The Brotherhood of Railway and Air
line Clerks, Mrs. Ida Riesman-Union Station Gift 
Shop and Snack Bar and her employees, and



Mr. Petros Petrides - Union Station Restaurant. A God's Eye was made for the top of the tree 
thanks to the contribution of Compton's Engineers Railroad Club, a group of Junior High and 
High School age members under the guidance of Katherine Compton. The Youth Choir from the 
New Hope Baptist Church gathered near the tree a few days before Christmas and added Christmas 
Carols to the atmosphere.
The tree will remain on display until after the Stock Show for the enjoyment of Amtrak and 
Rio Grande patrons. The public and Club members are invited to stop by the depot and see it. 
The tree reflects the Christmas Spirit, a true Christmas Spirit that brought forward together
NUMEROUS INDIVIDUALS VOLUNTEERING THEIR SERVICES FOR THE BENEFIT OF MANY.

5

* * *

ELECTIONS WERE HELD at the December meeting resulting in the following appointments to Club offices: 
Eldin Larsen - President, James Trowbridge - Vice-President, Carl E. C. Carlson - Treasurer, 
and Bill Gordon - Secretary. New Board members are Neal Reich, Arl Cuthbert, and E. J. Haley. 
Carry over members are Ane Clint, John Jordan and Ed "High Country RR" Gerlits.
Neal miller passed out his Christmas gift to all those present, this year a photo of a double
headed U.P. Freight out cf Cheyenne, Wyo. It was also noted at the meeting that the Board of 
Directors have changed the official title of the office held by William Van Patten from 
Assistant Treasurer to "Headstuffer"' The holder of this office has the responsibility of 
stuffing and mailing the newsletters each month and it was felt this position should be
RECOGNIZED BY A MORE APPROPRIATE TITLE. (SuRE HOPE VAN DOESN'T LET IT GO TO HIS HEAD AND GET 
STUFFY A80UT ITThe EVENING WAS ROUNDED OUT WITH A SELECTION OF THE INCOMPARABLE OTTO
Perry movies. Included in the various scenes was some rare footage of the wreck of the San 
Juan between Antonito and Cumbres Pass when an avalanche took the train down the side of the 
mountain. Otto walked down to the wreck to film some closeup views.

* * ■fr* *

DUES are now due for 1975.
appreciated.* ,

$3.00 PER YEAR, $4.00 FOR NEW MEMBERS. Your support is greatly

* * * * *

C.A.T.S ROTARY - Late word has been received as this Rail Report goes to print, that the C.A.T.S. 
Rotary Snow Plow Special on January 11 & 12 has been postponed until Feb. 1 & 2 due to a 
LACK OF SNOW.

# i* * * *7T U-Oyj}:, .

STEAM POWER was used again this fall and winter to assist in the Great Western Company's sugar beet 
harvest. At least two factories, Brighton and Loveland, operated their engines, little 0-4-0 
saddletankers more commonly referred to as "dinkeys". The engines are used for switching 
around the beet factories only. As late as 1965 the GW had 13 dinkeys operating in Colorado, 
WYOMING, AND NEBRASKA. The COLORADO CITIES WERE Ft. MORGAN, LOVELAND, LONGMONT, STERLING, 
Ovid and Brighton. Now only a few still run and their future is uncertain. The coal
burning dinkey's DA ELY OPERATION AT LOVELAND WILL PROBABLY CONTINUE UNTIL THE END OF JANUARY.

** * *

THE UNION PACIFIC SALES OFFICE at 17th & Welton in downtown Denver will be just a memory after the 
.26th of this month. The office is preparing to move to the U.P. freight office at 19th &

Wynkoop, around the corner from Union Station. The freight office is currently undergoing 
extensive remodeling on the first floor to accomodate the move. Completion of the work will
be CLOSE, WORK 3EING DELAYED DUE TO THE DIFFICULTY ENCOUNTERED IN REMOVING A LARGE VAULT ON 
THE GROUND FLOOR. The SALES OFFICE DOWNTOWN IS RATHER DISTINCTIVE IN THAT THE EXTERIOR OF THE UIIL 
BUILDING ON THE FIRST FLOOR IS DONE IN YELLOW AND RED STRIPING COMPLEMENTED WITH A WINDOW 
CONFIGURATION THAT TOGETHER, STRIKINGLY RESEMBLES THE SIDE OF A U.P. PASSENGER CAR.

* ** *

THE 8444 TRIP to Laramie on February 15 sponsored by the Intermountain Chapter has been sold out.
* ** *■

ON AUGUST 23 accollection of railroad passes was stolen from the home of member Charles Ryland. Some
HAVE appeared IN ANTIQUE SHOPS AND THROUGH THE HELP OF SOME MEMBERS AND FRIENDS A NUMBER HAVE 
BEEN RECOVERED. AMONG THOSE NOT YET LOCATED ARE AN 1879 COLORADO CENTRAL #679, A DENVER 
Pacific 1870 issued to Casement, several Colorado Midland Indian passes, a Denver, Lakewood & 
Golden 1899 and many others. Any information about these or others will be appreciated. A
LIST IS AVAILABLE FROM CHARLES RylAND AT 1914 - 19TH St., GOLDEN, COLORADO 80401.
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THE U.P. DEPOT IN JJLESBERG was moved 100 feet morth of its original location in October.

No. 184
The rail-

The project wasROAD had DONATED THE BUILDING TO THE TOWN FOR USE AS A REGIONAL MUSEUM.
FINANCES WITH A $15,000 GRANT FROM SEDGWICK COUNTY, A $5,000 GRANT FROM THE COLORADO CENTENNIAL 
Bicentennial Commission, and $17,000 raised from the sale of depot bricks and other projects.

* * * * *

PHONE BOOKS for Mountain Bell’s customers came to Denver from California this year, appropriately 
enough, "through the mountains, not around them". The shipment of over 545,000 directories 
traveled by piggyback over the Rio Grange between Salt Lake City and Denver.

* *■ * **

CAN YOU HELP?? - On or about December 6th, the bell on Mexican Engine No. 4 at the Colorado Railroad 
Museum was appropriated by persons unknown. Due to the substantial weight of the bell and the
FACT THAT it WAS WELDED ON, IT CAN BE ASSUMED MORE THAN ONE PERSON WAS INVOLVED IN THIS THEFT.
The Colorado Railroad Museum would greatly appreciatedany information in regards to recent
ATTEMPTS TO SELL OR OTHERWISE DISPOSE OF AN ENGINE BELL. The MUSEUM IS LOOKING FOR ANY CLUES 
THAT MIGHT HELP LOCATING THE HISTORIC PIECE.

* * * * *
THE CAPITOL CITY OF NEW MEX.ICO lost its last vestige of rail passenger service on January lst when 

Amtrak discontinued connecting bus service between Santa Fe and Lamy, N.M. Passengers had
BEEN ABLE TO PURCHASE RAIL TICKETS AT THE SANTA Fe RAILWAY STATION IN SANTA Fe AND BOARD A 
BUS THERE FOR A DIRECT CONNECTION WITH THE SOUTHWEST LlMITEDS AT LAMY. NORTHBOUND SERVICE WAS 
ALSO AVAILABLE. LAST YEAR ABOUT 4,000 PASSENGERS USED THIS ARRANGEMENT.

* * * * *
SCRAPPED - What might be regarded as a sort of "landmark” neartthe CF&I Steel Mill at Pueblo became

ONLY A MEMORY LAST FALL.
AT AN ANGLE ADJACENT TO THE MILL HAS BEEN DISMANTLED FOR SCRAP.
USED TO OPERATE, HASN’T BEEN USED IN YEARS, BUT WAS AN EYE CATCHER NOT ONLY BECAUSE OF ITS 
SIZE, BUT BECAUSE THE FILL FOR THE APPROACH TO THE WESTERN END OF IT HAD BEEN REMOVED FOR A 
PARKING LOT, RESULTING IN A "BRIDGE TO NOWHERE".

The GIANT STEEL THROUGH-TRUSS BRIDGE THAT SPANNED THE D&RGW TRACKS
The BRIDGE, OVER WHICH THE C&W

* * * *• *

SLOWING DISAPPEARING - Several more historic remnants of the Rio Grande Southern vanished from the 
San Juan Mountains last summer reports the Colorado Railroad Museum. Ames Tank, about four
MILES BELOW OPHIR LOOP WAS DISMANTLED. DOWN NEAR IlLIUM, JUST ABOUT ACROSS THE RIVER FROM 
Vance Jot., the old tender that had been resting and rusting near the road for almost 70 years 
was removed. Coming down from Telluride an ore train had run away and scattered itself down 
the hillside. The engine and other EQUIPMENT were retrieved But the tender remained, serving 
as a CONVERSATION PIECE FOR MANY A PASSERBY.

* ** * *
AN ELECTRIC RAILWAY SYSTEM is being discussed for the Aspen, Colorado area according to a recent

NEWS ARTICLE. The RAILWAY WOULD CONNECT THE AREA SKI FACILITIES WITH THE AsPEN AIRPORT.
Negotiations have even been made with a Swedish firm for equipment. A district manager for the 
U.S. Forest Service even envisionsa 12 mile branch line to Maroon Lake if the rail idea 
materializes. Auto traffic to that scenic spot becomes worse every year. A Pitkin County 
Commissioner also suggested the possibility of a passenger train between Denver and Aspen. He 
stated several (?) railroad companies have "expressed an interest" in providing the service.
He acknowledged negotiations with the Rio Grande for use of existing track would have to be 
carried out. Wonder who the other railroad(s) are? Wonder if they're going to put the Colorado 
Midland back in?

* *• * **
THE WESTBOUND SFZ hit a truck carrying an oil drilling rig on Friday, Dec. 13th coming into Denver. 

No injuries were reported. The drilling rig will drill no more.
* * *• * *

AMTRAK NEWS mentions that construction is under way at Chicago Union Station of a new passenger
lounge and baggage claim area. The lounge will have seats for 314 people, plus 34 more in a 
refreshment area. A carousel type baggage dispenser will be able to handle 200 PASSENGERS IN T! 
ten minutes. Scheduled completion is for April. The carpeted lounge will provide a com
fortable waiting area for the many people who change trains in Chicago as well as for those 
who begin their trip from there.

* * * *



EX-SOUTHERN PACIFIC DAYLIGHT ENGINE NO. 4449 will be restored for operation on the American Freedom 
Train reports the Alaska-Yukon Chapter, NRHS. The engine has been on display in Portland, 
Oregon. A movement is also under way down at Sacramento, California to return an SP cab 
forward No. 4294 to service for the Freedom Train. A number of other engines across the 
country have also been suggested for this use.

* * * # *

"THERE'S SUGAR IN THEM THAR HILLS" - That's the cry the Rio Grande undoubtedly feared hearing the
most when a rock slide between tunnels No. 3 and 4 just north of Plainview hit a freight train 
in early December. Information available indicates between 8 to 13 cars went off the track,
A NUMBER OF THEM GOING SOME DISTANCE DOWN THE MOUNTAIN SIDE. In THE CONSIST WAS A CARLOAD OF
sugar and armed guards were on hand to insure that neighbors (or everyone between Cheyenne and
Pueblo) didn't stop by to borrow a cup...or two___ or three.....or
days" WHEN a car OF valuable METALS BEING SHIPPED FROM A MINE MIGHT HAVE GONE ON GROUND ON THE 
NARROW-GAUGE WITH PRECAUTIONS OF THE SAME NATURE BEING TAKEN.

Sort of like the "old

* * * * *
SWAP 'N SHOP - Personal ads are accepted from members for items to be listed for sale or trade or 

wanted. We cannot enter into any correspondence, nor will we appraise items:
2944 N. Arroyo Drive, San Diego, California 92103

$ 7.00 
10.00 
5.00
5.00
7.00

near mTNT 10.00 
10.00
7.00
5.00
3.00
5.00
5.00
1.00

BOOKS FOR SALE: EDWARD C. BLISS 
11 - Iron Horses to Promontory-Best-near mint (1969)
16 - Men & Iron - Hungepord - 1938 - Fair
17 - Minisink Valley Express - Best - 1956 
22 - New Mexico's Railroads - Myrick - 1970 - near mint 
27 - Pacific Slope Railroads - Abdill - 1959 
34 - Railroads of the Black Hills - Fiedler - 1964 
36 - Rails West - Abdill - 1960 
43 - Santa Fe thru Calif - Duke - 1965 - near mint
51 - Steamers to the Comstock - Beebe - 1957 - very good
59 - The Way our people lived - Woodward - 1944 - fair
65 - Twilight of Steam - Ziel - 1963
70 - Trolley Car Treasure - Rowsome - 1956 - near mint
124 - Bulletin #121 - R & L H Society

good

near mint

near mint

near mint

BOOKS WANTED:
"Golden Rails" by Kratville 
RLHS Bulletins No's 38, 49, 53,55, 58, 65, 75, 81, 83, 84, 85, 93, 96, 110, 113

ROBERT A. LeMASSENA

'Electric InteruRban Railways in America" by Hilton-Due
"Superi P00BR Locomotivrs" by Cook

122,
1795 S. Sheridan Blvd, Denver,Colo. 80226126, and 129.

FOR SALE: Individual state maps, approx. 11 by 16 inches, 
Copyright 1896. One only for each state.
FRANCIS B. RIZZAR!

Shows railroads.in color.
Mailed postpaid $2 each. 

1716 Viewpoint Road, Lakewoood, Colorado 80215

FOR SALE: Set of 25 paper back "TRAINING BOOKS FOR TRAINMENT", published by Buell, Omaha, 
Nebraska. Drawings and pictures including information on Air Brakes, Rigging, History, 
Safety, Locomotive Inspection, Firing, Air Compressors, Boilers, Valves, Gears and Supr- 
Heaters. These are dated 1941-1942-1943-1944. One only hard back book, "LOCOMOTIVE 
ENGINEER & FIREMAN". Question and Answers. 3rd Edition, December 1941. 233 pages.
Eight 8xio pictures of Railroad car interiors. The complete set prepaid for $22.50.
E. M. SWAN, 1115 NW 41st Street, Oklahoma City, Okla. 73118.

GOOD WILL the chapel car used by the American Baptist Pub. Co. in Colorado around the turn of 
the century. Seek fotos of it or any information about this or others used by Am. Bap. 
Pub. Co. Have Am. Flyer. Standard Gauge 402Q cattle car, missing sliding doors. Plesant 
View Obr Car. has roof missing. AVERY VON BLON 1111 Cglcord. Waco, Texas

WANTED: Pre-1930 timetables Colorado & Southern; Burlington, Chicago & Northwestern and Union 
Pacific Railroads. Also need few issues 1930, 1931 and 1932 RAILROAD MAGAZINES, write first.

P. 0. Box 265JAMES L. EHERNBERGER Cheyenne, Wyoming 82001

FOR SALE: (l) California Zephyr Linens - sheets & pillowcases - Have stamp "Property of the . 
Pullman Company" - used by Rio Grande on CZ - laundered. Twin or bunk bed size sheets - 
$3.00 EA. Pillowcases - $1.00 ea. 
cloths (12 only) large - $10.00 ea.
Grande" insignia woven into pattern - 
Passenger Trains. Dinner napkins (as above) $2.00 ea. 
coat hangers from UPRR - $5.00 ea.

(2) Rio Grandf Dining Car Linfns - Table 
Table covers(25 only) small - $5.00 ea. have "Rio

WHITE -LINEN laundered. Used on Rio Grande
(3) only a few - Pullman Co. Wooden 

All above plus mailing charges and insurance, sheets, 
pillowcases or napkins postpaid on quantities over 50. SAMUEL W. McCHESNEY 16845 E. Asbury 
Ave. Aurora, Colorado 80013

ELDIN LARSEN, President 
JAMES TROWBRIDGE, Vice-President

BILL GORDON, Secretary 
CARL E. C. CARLSON, Treasurer


