
Rocky Mountain Rail Report

The Rocky Mountain Railroad Club
P.0. Box 2391 Denver, Colorado 80201

April 1972 No. 151
CURRENT NEWS AND HISTORICAL NOTES OF 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN RAILROADING PUBLISHED 
MONTHLY FOR ITS MEMBERS BY THE ROCKY 

MOUNTAIN RAILROAD CLUB

Editor-------- Bruce Black

MEETING NOTICE: Date . .
Time . . 
Place .

. . Wednesday, April 12, 1972 

. . 7:45 P. M.

. „ Southeast wing of Christ Episcopal Church, 2900 S. University 
at Bates; offstreet parking at rear (east) of meeting hall.

PROGRAM: Charles Ryland will show a 16mm movie program entitled "CROOKED TOURS OF THE RIO GRANDE 
SOUTHERN". This is a program you wont want to miss.

* * * * *

FROM THE OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS — At a recent Board of Directors' meeting, a discussion was held 
on how the Club could, or should, celebrate 1976, Colorado's Centennial Year. We don't 
want the problem that the Olympics appear to be generating, but there must be something the 
Club could add to the celebration. Colorado has a rich railroad history, and it should not
BE PASSED OVER IN THE CENTENNIAL YEAR. WhAT CAN THE CLUB DO? If YOU HAVE ANY IDEAS, SEND 
THEM TO OUR P. 0. BOX, AND WE'LL TAKE THEM UNDER CONSIDERATION.

* * * * *

A VOTE OF THANKS to those who donated to our Equipment Fund.
WELCOME MORE DONATIONS.

We are still in the red and would
* * * * *

WITH THIS RAIL REPORT comes the announcement of our first excursion for 1972. Our Trip Chairman
has planned, and the Directors have authorized, at least three more excursions for this
YEAR. Details of these trips will be announced later.

* * * * *
ANNUAL BRAND BOOK - Rocky Mountain Railroad Club charter member and past president, currently

serving on the Club's Board of Directors, Jackson Thode is the editor this year of the 26th 
Annual Brand Book of the Denver Posse of the Westerners. Among the twelve articles in this 
new volume, soon to be released, is a story written by Jack on a Century of Passenger Trains 
on the Rio Grande, commemorating the centennial of that road.
There is a possibility that extra copies of Jack's well illustrated article can be printed
FOR SALE by THE CLUB, IF INTEREST IS INDICATED, BUT FOR THOSE WHO MIGHT LIKE TO ACQUIRE A COPY OF 
THIS NEWEST VOLUME OF THE BRAND BOOK, PREPUBLICATION PRICE IS $L4.45, WHICH INCLUDES 95 CENTS 
FOR SALES TAX, HANDLING AND POSTAGE. REGULAR PRICE WILL BE $L5.95 AFTER PUBLICATION.

Orders for the book, accompanied by remittance, can be sent to 
1430 Western Federal Savings Bldg., Denver, Colorado 80202o

To assure acceptance by the Westerners of your prepublication order, please indicate to them 
your membership in the Rocky Mountain Railroad Club.

*****

THE DENVER WESTERNERS,

JOSIE M. CRUM, a prolific writer of narrow gauge railroad history, died April 1, 1972 at the age of
84. She and her husband, J. H. Crum, a railroader, had lived many of the things she wrote about 
IN HER BOOKS OF SOUTHWEST COLORADO RAILROADING. MRS. CRUM WAS BORN IN OuRAy FEBRUARY 19, 1888. 
SHE GRADUATED FROM OuRAY HIGH SCHOOL AS AN HONOR STUDENT AND TAUGHT SCHOOL BEFORE SHE MARRIED. 
Her HUSBAND BEGAN RAILROADING IN 1900. YEARS AGO, MRS. CRUM COULD SEE THAT THE ONCE ROARING



railroads of the mountain country were beginning to die, so she started writing about them. 
She didn't begin writing in earnest until 1948 after her only son, Harvey, was grown and

GONE FROM HOME.
* * * * *

COLORADO RAIL ROUND-UP - Informal get-togethers, at the Colorado Railroad Museum, April 28-30, 1972. 
Topics chosen are as follows: Friday, April 28, 7:30 p.m. - Traction and Electric railroading.

1:30 p.m. - Narrow Gauge and Mountain Railroading.Saturday, April 29, 9:30 a.m. - Diesels 
Saturday, April 29, 7:30 p.m. - Members of Museum's Historical Foundation. Sunday, April 30, 
1:30 p.m. - Modern passenger trains and Amtrak. Come out to the Museum for the Informal
sessions on the topics that interest youI

* * * * *

,D&RGW 463, THE MUDHEN DONATED BY GENE AuTRY TO THE CATS RAILWAY IS NOW ON THE CATS PROPERTY ACCORDING 
TO A NEWSPAPER REPORT. * * * * *

THE UP IS PROPOSING or has eliminated the crew change points of Sidney, Nebraska and Laramie, Wyoming,
AMONG OTHERS, AND IS RUNNING THE TRAINS ON THROUGH.

The UP published a set of 2 articles in their employees magazine "Info", December 1971 and 
January 1972 issues, on the UP snowplows. The latter issue contains photographs and a des
cription OF THE 3 NEWEST PLOWS BUILT IN THE LAST FEW YEARS. ONE OF THESE PLOWS WAS USED IN
February to open up U.S. Steel's branchline to Atlantic City, Wyo. after two older plows had
BECOME STUCK BATTLING DRIFTS AS HIGH AS 27 FT. DYNAMITE WAS ALSO USED TO LOOSEN THE COMPACTED 
SNOW. * * * * *

THE C&S HAS BEEN RECEIVING THEIR NEW SD 40~2 UNITS. NUMBERS 901, 908, 909, AND 910 HAVE BEEN SEEN IN 
SERVICE- RECENTLY ON.THE C&S. BN #5300, THE FIRST OF THEIR NEW GE U30C ORDER WAS SEEN IN 
Denver recently also. * * * **

SEABOARD COAST LINE 501, and EMD E-6, is presently stored at ti-te BN coach yards connected to the old 
articulated Nebraska Zephyr train at 23rd Street in De-nver.

* * * * *

D&RGW has seen repainting some of their cabooses in a new paint scheme - solid orange WITH BLACK
The D&RGW made the last Ski train run for the 1971-72 winter seasonLETTERING AND NO STRIPES.

on Saturday, March 24th. * * * * *

SWAP 'N SHOP - Personal ads are accepted from members for items to be listed for sale or trade or 
We cannot enter into any correspondence, nor will we appraise items.

BOB GRISWOLD, 2700 S. Kearney St., Denver, Colo. 80222 sells Mar., July '46, Sept, Oct 1950,
■Jan., Feb 1952 issues of Trains Mag. at $1.00 ea., also complete year 1951 and 1953-$10 per yr.

MIKE VARNEY, 2958 W. A Street, Torrington, Wyo. 82240 sells railroad brakeman's lanterns, write 
Wants C&S and D&RGW employees timetables, esp. C&R Denver division.

JOHN LUCAS, P. 0. 2391, Denver, Colo. 80201, wants "A Century of Southern Pacific Steam Loco
motives" by Guy L. Dunscomb.

JIM HINKHOUSEs Box 721, Ft. Morgan, Colo. 80701, sells for best offer 1) "Motive Power of the 
U.P." (1958)-Kratville 2) "Big Boy" - Kratville (some water damage but readable.
3) "Smoke Across theDivide" - Ehrenberger.

wanted.

FOR LIST.

VINTON WIGHT, 1122 N. 15th St., Apt. 804, Canon City, Colo. 81212 sells RR Books, employees 
timetables and tape recorded steam railroad sounds from the 1950's. Books include RMRRC 
volumes, NRHS and Western Railroader Bound volumes. Write for price list.

ROBERT LE MASSENA, 1795 S. Sheridan Blvd., Denver, Colo. 80226 wants "Iron Horses of the Santa 
Fe Trail" by Worley, 1963, in any condition.

A. FON BLON, Box 6422, Waco, Tex. 76706 offers ATSF, SP, TEP, MKT, CN, CP, etc. public time
tables from the late 1930’s thru the 1960's. Also sells various RR books - write for list.

C. ROSS FRY, 316 N. Crescent Heights Blvd., Los Angeles,Cal 90048 sells various pamphlets and 
brochures dealing with Colorado railroads during the period 1910 to 1930. Send for prices.

JOHN S. FRAYVE, 674 Walkley Rd., Ottawa, Ont. Canada will buy regular 8mm color movie films of 
UP 8444 IN SERVICE OR WILL trade REGULAR 8mm COLOR MOVIES OF CN 6218 FOR THE ABOVE.

*****
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