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RACK AGAIN
■VELL, BELIEVE it OR NOT, FANS, here WE ARE AGAIN.

ANY GOOD ALIBI FOR OUR TWO YEARS OF SILENCE, SO HOW WILL I T BE IF ’‘<E JUST SAY
that your Editor's nice long spell of indolence has come to an eno and let it go
AT THAT?

»•»e cant say that we have

Since we are breaking into mimeograph again approximately tour and a halt 

years after the oate of our club's organization, it might BE APPROPRIATE at this
TIME TO DEVOTE A LITTLE SPACE TO SUM1ING U° JU^T ’THAT "'E HAVE GAINED THROUGH 

PARTICIPATION IN OUR CLUB1F ACTIVITIES.

Probably the most important gain each of us can count consists or the many
PLEASANT FRIENDSHIPS WE HAVE FORMED DURING THESE FOUR AND ONE HALF YEARS. **'E 

STARTED OUT MERELY AS A wioELY ASSORTED GROUP OF INDIVIDUALS DRAWN TOGETHER BY 

THE FACT THAT, REGARDLESS OF AGE, WE HAD NEVER OUTGROWN OUR CHILDHOOD FASCINA
TION for "Choo-choo Trains". *ve have founo keen satisfaction in pursuing our
HOBBY IN COMPANY *71 TH KINDRED SP IRITIS AND ”*E HAVE EACH INCREASED OUR KNOWLEDGE 

OF RAILROAD HISTORY, LOCOMOTIVE PHOTOGRAPHY AND CURRENT RAILROAD EVENTS BY PAR-
e •

TICIPATING IN THE POOL OF SUCH KNOWLEDGE THAT ACCUMULATES AT EACH CLUB MEETING.
After thi^ length of time, it has become apparent that the principal topics

OF INTEREST TO MOST OF OUR MEMBERS ARE ENGINE PHOTOGRAPHY, RAILROAD HISTORY, AND
ABOVE ALL, STEAM TRAINS. That's ONLY NATURAL. HERE IN THE COLORADO rOCK|ES WE 

HAVE ALL THE NECESSARY FACTORS IN ABUNDANCE FOR CONCENTRATING ON THOSE ANGLES OF 

OUR HOBBY. “'E DEVOTE PART OF OUR ATTENTION TO THE SLEEK AND LUXURIOUS STREAM
LINERS THAT SPEED TO AND FROM DENVER OVER THE EASTERN PRAIRIES, BUT FOR MOST OF 

US, THEY JUST AREN'T IN IT »7|TH THE THUNDERING STEAM GIANTS THAT BLAST THE AIR 

IN DEEP MOUNTAIN CANYONS, OR THE HISTORIC LITTLE NARROW GAUGES SNAKING AROUND 

THE SIDES OF SNOW CAPPED PEAKS, OR . THE FASCINATION OF POKING AROUND AMONG THE
BONES OF THE FAMOUS OLD PIKES THAT ARE FADING A'*'AY INTO HISTORY.

STARS IN OUR SERVICE FLAG
M#E DOSome of the most familiar faces are missing from meetings lately.

NOT NEED TO BE REMINDED AS TO JUST WHY THEY ARE ABSENT, NOT IN DETAIL ANYWAY.
Just one little angle that we might keep in mind, however,
HOBBY CLUB IS A TINY FRACTION OF THE WAV OF LIFE THAT THESE BOYS HAVE SET OUT TO

Let's get sehind the boys and let them know that they are not forgotten.

is that our little

DEFEND.
They're a long way from home most of the time and it's a safe bet that they'd be

And, incidentally, buyingTICKLED PINK TO HEAR FROM ANY OF YOU ALMOST ANY TIME,
"’ar Bonos and Stamps is a good way to help them get the job done and get back
HOME JUST THAT MUCH QUICKER.

MS wE GO TO PRESS, THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS ARE IN UNCLE SaM's ARMED FORCESl
Forrest Croscen, Home Address, 2002 Spruce St., Boulder, Colo.
Pvt. S. L. (Les) Logue, Co. "3", 87*h Inf. Trg. Bn., 1st Platoon, Camp Roberts, 

Calif.
2d Lieut. J. Maxwell, 637™ T. D. Pn. , A. P. 0. 37# c/o dostmaster, San
Francisco, Calif.
Pvt. Ralph H. metcalf, Batt. "A", 53rd A. Trg. Pn., Camp Roberts, Calif. 

Corp. • orrison A. Smith, Co. "A", 800th Signal Regt., Camp Crowder,
Pvt. Jack C. Thode, 405th T. S. Sqdn., Barracks 205* Sheppard Field, Texas 

W. L. Van Patten, Home address, 17^6 Franklin St., Denver, Colo.
One of our honorary lifetime members, who helped us out very much once at

AT A TIME "'HEN **'E NEEDED SOME HELP, IS ALSO IN UNIFORM. I ST. LlEUT. HARRY A.
Engleson, Transportation Cfficer, Buckley Field, Denver, Colo.

* uo •
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At TH|c TIME ”»E*D also like to extend a cordial invitation to any rail FAN8
FROM OTHER °ARTS OF THE COUNTRY, "'HO ARE NO"' SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES IN THE
vicinity of Denver,
OUEE COLLECTED FROM ANYONE IN UNIFORM,
INGS, ETC
2235 ‘ E vTON St 

Phone Pcarl 0366,

TO COME TO MEETINGS AND TAKE PART IN ALL CLUB ACTIVITIES, No
For COMPLETE INFORMATION CONCERNING MEET-

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITEO TO GET IN TOUCH ’*1TH PRESTON GEORGE, PRES
Phone GLendale 0823, 0R Otto Perry, Sec,, 74 So, Flat! St

* § • •

• # • »

THE DENVER TRA'f'AY CORP.
The Tramway people went considerably out their way once to show us a good 

That was December ^1 , l°39t to be exact, when they very kindly gave us allTIME.
A FREE RIDE IN A SPECIAL CAR OVER SEVERAL ROUTES THAT WERE BEING ABANDONED THAT
OAV.

"fc'vE PROBABLY ALL BECOME MUCH BETTER ACQUAINTED "'I TH THE TRAMWAY LATELY, 

SINCE TIPES ON THE FAMILY AUTOMOBILE HAVE BECOME SUCH PRICELESS TREASURES, IN 

FACT, WE’RE ALSO FINDING OUT THAT THERE IS A LOT OF INTERESTING HISTORY CONNECTED 

”MTH THESE STREET CARS THAT »<E * RE ALL MAKING BO MUCH USE OF LATELY,
The first streft car franchise in Colorado was granted to the Denver Horse 

Railway Co,, which was incorporated in 1267, the original promoters being Judge 

i'osEs Hallett, Judge Amos ?teck, Freeman D, Crocker, Luther Kountze and Lewis N, 

Tappan, .apparently, this company was unable to do much toward getting things 

started, so in 1871 the franchise was solo to Col. L. C. Ellsworth vmo represen
ted a group of Chicago capitalists. The new owners soon got things under way, 

for the next ‘"E hear from them was when they commenced service December 17* I87l» 

over a route from the Denver, Couth Park & Pacific station at 7th & Larimer St., 

along Larimer St. to ISth, along I6th to Champa, and along Champa to 27th St«
Car barns "'ere very literally car "barns” in those oays, with the haysurner mo-*
TIVE POWER BEING HOUSED IN AN L SHAPED STABLE SURROUNOING ScHOLz's DRUG STORE 

AND HAVING ENTRANCES ON BOTH I6tH oT. AND CURTIS ST. A LATER HISTORICAL NOTE 

MENTIONS THE EFFECT OF A SEVERE GRA8SHOPPER PLAGUE IN ISGO-IC34. It SEEMS THAT 

THE HOPPERS ATE UP PRACTICALLY EVERYTHING IN SIGHT AROUND DENVER AND R, ~AMUEL
'*'• Fisher, one of the most prominent stockholders of the Horse Railway Co., u'A6
OBLIGED TO TRADE FOUR LOTS AT THE CORNER OF I7TH AND TrEMONT FOR ENOUGH HAY TO 

TIDE THE "MOTIVE POWER" OVER DURING A CRITICAL PERIOD.
One of the most famous, and apparently the best rei-iemsered, of all the 

early Denver street car lines was the Cherrilyn line which belongeo to a sepa
rate COMPANY AND EXTENDED FOR ONE MILE UP THE HILL ALONG SOUTH CROAOWAV FROM
Hampden ,ve. to Stanford ave. After pulling the car to the top of the hill, the n
HORSE WOULD CLIMB ONTO THE REAR PLATFORM AND RIDE DOWN HILL.

A SOMEWHAT SIMILAR ARRANGEMENT WAS UTILIZED ON THE COOK LINE (NOW E. 3^th 

«VE,), EXCEPT THAT A SEPARATE LITTLE BOX CAR >*'AS PROVIDED FOR THE HORSE TO RIDE 

IN ••'HEN GOING DOWNHILL. OLD RECORDS TELL US THAT THE DOWNHILL TRIP OF ABOUT A 

MILE AND A HALF WAS SOMETIMES MADE IN LESS THAN THREE MINUTES, "MICH PROVIDES AN 

INTERESTING COMMENTARY ON THE SPEED THAT COULD BE ATTAINED IN THOSE DAYS.
Apparently, variety was the keynote of early day stre1-t car service in Den

ver. ~ECORDS DO NOT SHOW WHY THE 42 INCH GAUGE "'AS EVENTUALLY AOO°TED THROUGH
OUT THE CITY, CUT THEY 00 SHOW WHAT A COLORFUL COLLECTION OF VARIOUS METHODS OF
LOCOMOTION AND TYPES OF EQUIPMENT "’ERE IN USE AT TIMES, ESPECIALLY DURING CHANGE 

OVER PERIODS, SUCH AS CONVERSION FROM HORSE CARR TO CABLE CARS AND FROM CABLE TO 

ELECTRI ClTY, For instance, the arrangement that existed during one such period 

'"hen Broadway proudly displayed a horse car line down the center and a cable car
Average beating capacity of horse cars was 16 passengers andLINE ON Ea.CH side,

cable cars averaged 20 to 22.
Cable cars were introduced in Denver by the Denver Cable Tramway Co 

was organized by Mr, ~odney Curtis (Curtis -t.), with the able assistance of Oov. 

John Evans, David H. Moffat, F. A, Keener, 3. Evans, J. S. Brown, J. F. Brown,
J. J.

•WH 1 CH• i

“eithenauer, Dr. McClelland and H. C. Brown, 

extent, the Denver Cable Tramway Co, operated two large powerhouses to drive the
at the time of its G^E test
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CNE or THE POWERHOUSES v
The

MILE^ or CABLES THAT DULLED THE CARR ALONG THE TRACK.
at I.th ano Laurence 3t
OTHER, AT
’"A I TING r-HED O^NED BY THE PRESENT DENVER TRAMWAY Co.

Limitations or space prevent more than dashing mention nr the numerous

I ^ STILL standing AND no 

ROADWAY AND COLFAX STOOD on GROUND THAT IP NO'*' PARTLY OCCUPIED BY A
UPED AS A GARAGE.•m• t

REORGANIZATIONS, MERGERS AND CONVERSIONS THAT GRADUALLY ABSORBED ALL OF THE

various Denver street car companies into one unified system. \lthough some

LINES ’"ERE CONVERTED TO ELECTRIC OPERATION AS EARLY AS THE LATTER PART OF loo",
many important lines were not changed over until much later. For example, the 

erkeley and 3ocky Lounta i n‘Lake routes were converted from steam to electrici
ty in Park Hill from steam to electricity and "roadway, Colfax and I 5th
St. routes from cable to electricity in |g°3* 17th Avenue, I 6th Street, Larimer 

and “'elton Streets from cable to electricity in 1900.
In I S’14 the Denver street car system reached its greatest extent in mile

age, w I TH 23l»53 r * I LES OF TRACK IN USE wJTHIN THE CITY LIMITS. The PRESENT
mileage operated is IF4.40. The principal abandonments have been as follows* 

Fairiount, June g, l$30; East 25th ~.ve. and East 19th Ave., April I, 10 30;
Aurora, July 6, 1933* ”'rsT 23«o ve., Argo, ^tockyards and 4th Ave 

1940.
East 19th Avenues.
cars on “'est 29th Ave. , 'Vest 3Sth Ave. , East Nth Ave. , and East 13th Ave. , also 

in the downto’^n area on I 6th St. between Larimer St. and Broadway. Lesser aban
donment of trackage has involved quite a few blocks on I 5th Ct., Curtis St 

IoTh St., ’7azee and ’’Vnkoop Streets.
The present Denver Tramway Corp. was incorporated July I, 1S25* In April,

l°40, ITS PASSENGER EqU I °MENT INCLUDED ! £) 6 STREET CARS AND 65 GASOLINE BUSSES.
Special units, such as "'ORK cars, snow sleepers, etc., incluoed 77 pail and 44
AUTOMOTIVE UNITS. LATER ADDITIONS INCLUDE 52 TROLLEY COACHES.

>0 DESCRIPTION OF THE DENVER TRAMWAY CORP. WOULD BE COMPLETE w|THOUT MEN
TIONING ITS AFFILIATED I NTERUROAN SYSTEM, THE DENVER [ INTERMOUNTAIN, WHI CH 

OPERATES T"O ROUTES TO ?OLDEN, ONE OF THEM A STANDARD GAUGE LINE VIA “?EST COL- 

FAX AND "aRNUM, AND THE OTHER A NARROW GAUGE LINE **'H I CH FOLLOWS THE CLEAR CREEK
Valley via -.rvada, with a branch line to Leyden. The D£K« mileage, exclusive
OF THE STANDARD GAUGE .\EMACO BRANCH, IS 21 *o4. D‘ IM NARROW GAUGE ROLLING STOCK 

INCLUDES 6 ELECTRIC FREIGHT LOCOMOTIVES, 5 PASSENGER MOTOR CARS AND 173 ERE t GHT 

AND UTILITY CARS. T’^O STANDARD GAUGE PASSENGER MOTOR CARS ARE OPERATED ON THE 

MARNUM LINE TO COLDEN.
‘e’d LIKE TO ACKNOWLEDGE OUR INDEBTEDNESS TO OFFICIALS OF THE DENVER “TRAM- \ 

'•'AY Corp. wH0 HAVE SILLIED YOUR EDITOR WITH MANY OF THE HISTORICAL items con
tained IN THIS ARTICLE.

January I,
Bus SERVICE HAS BEEN SUBSTITUTED ON ALL THESE LINES EXCEPT EAST 25tH AND

Trackless trolley coaches have been substituted for street

• »

•»

_0UR_NE?v_ E:jir3_PUCE_
There ”*as a time -'hen the biggest problem confronting the would-be organ

izers OF OUR CLUB was TO FIND A MEETING PLACE. Now, TO EXPLAIN IT IN ITS SIM
PLEST FORM, OUR PROBLEM IS JUST ABOUT THE REVERSE. It*S UD TO US NOW TO BUILD 

UP OUR MEMBERSHIP AND ATTENDANCE SUFFICIENTLY TO FILL UP THAT FINE BIG AUDITORI
UM ON THE 6TH FLOOR OF THEIR NEW BUILDING, THAT THE Di RS'7 HAS VERY KINDLY MADE 

AVAILABLE FOR US. YES, SlR, FROM HERE ON OUT H»E1 RE REALLY GONNA BE EATIN* HIGH 

ON THE HOG, SO LET * S ALL GET BUSY AND SEE IF *»»E CANT DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT.
There is’nt a rail fan club anywhere in the entire country that has a better
OPPORTUNITY THAN wE HAVE RIGHT NOW. ’ E WILL HAVE AT OUR DIS°OSAL AN AUDITORIUM 

I TH A SEATING CADACITY OF ABOUT 3^0 PEODLE, A SEPARATE ROOM SPECIALLY EQUIPPED 

AS A PROJECTION ROOM AND SPACE FOR A CLUB MUSEUM. ”'E ALSO HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY 

NOW TO ARRANGE A NE"» <~FR|ES OF PROGRAMS, FEATURING SPEAKERS AND RAILROAD HOBSY-* 

IfTS OF NATIONAL PROMINENCE. In FACT, OPPORTUNITY IS1 NT JUST KNOCKING RIGHT NOW; 

SHE’S PRACTICALLY TRYING TO KICK THE DOOR DOWN.

»•»
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JVH4T AFOUT THE MIDLAND TERMJNALJRLY^
As WE GO TO nPRESSn, WE HEAR THE NE'^S OF A MOMENTOUS AND IMPORTANT STEP 

IN CONNECTION WITH THE NATIONAL WAR EEFORT THAT MAY HAVE TREMENCOUS AND FAR 

REACHING REPERCUSSlPNS REGARDING MOUNTAIN RAILROADS IN COLORADO#
That is the order suspending gold mining for the duration# Not THAT WE 

After all,HAVE ANY INTENTION OF QUESTIONING ANY ORDER FROM HEADQUARTERS#
GOLD IS A RATHER USELESS METAL RIGHT NOW, ALTHOUGH IT WOULD BE A GREAT PLEA
SURE TO PARTICIPATE IN THE CEREMONY OF DRIVING A GOLDEN BULLET INTO HITLER#

Everyone who is familiar with the history of Colorado mountain railroads
CAN RECALL HOW 24 YEARS AGO A WAR STARTED BY THE GERMAN !,MaSTER RACEn REACHED 

OUT HERE TO THE MOUNTAINS AND CHOKED THE COLORADO MIDLAND OUT OF EXISTENCE,
80 THE COURSE OF AN EVEN MORE VICIOUS AND DESPARATE WAR CONTAINS OMINOUS POS- 

SIBILITIE8 FOR THE RAILROADS THAT ARE DEPENDANT ON GOLD MINING COMMUNITIES.
Of all these mountain roaos, v/e cant think of any that is more comdletely

DEPENDANT ON GOLD MINING THAN THE MIDLAND TERMINAL.
This may be a trifle early to start holding the MT's wake, but it's not

ANY TOO EARLY TO START PREPARING YOURSELF FOR A SHOCK, JUST IN CASE ---
Incidentally, how is your MT engine shot collection and other MT material

COMING ALONG NOW? That's a PRETTY INTERESTING AND HISTORICAL OLD PIKE, AND 

ITS DAYS MAY BE NUMBERED, AND PRETTY SMALL NUMBERS, TOO* It LOOKS AS IF 

SCHICKLGRUBER18 WAR 18 GOING TO BO TO THE MIDLAND TERMINAL JU8T WHAT KaISER
Wilhelm's war did to the Coloraoo Midland,


